
 
NEWS   
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
New Shell Petrochemical plant creates thousands of new jobs  

Washington, June 9, 2016 – API President and CEO Jack Gerard and North America's Building Trades 

Unions President Sean McGarvey welcomed Shell’s decision to build a petrochemical complex in 

Pennsylvania creating six thousand new construction jobs. 

“Energy infrastructure projects are great job creators,” said Gerard. “The construction of Shell’s plant will 

draw investment by other industries to Pennsylvania. It’s another example of how our industry can be an 

economic engine when we are put to work and allowed to invest private dollars.” 

The Shell petrochemical plant will produce ethylene, the root chemical in virtually every aspect of modern 

life, from plastics to medicines.  

“We are proud to say that this infrastructure investment will be built with the best trained workers in the 

world, on time, on budget and most importantly – safely,” said McGarvey. 

In 2014, a study commissioned by the Oil and Natural Gas Industry Labor-Management Committee 

through the Institute for Construction and Economics Research found that Marcellus shale development 

in Pennsylvania, Maryland, West Virginia, and Ohio “has been a strong engine of job growth” in the local 

construction industries in those states, creating over 45,000 jobs.  

API is the only national trade association representing all facets of the oil and natural gas industry, which 

supports 9.8 million U.S. jobs and 8 percent of the U.S. economy. API’s more than 650 members include 

large integrated companies, as well as exploration and production, refining, marketing, pipeline, and 

marine businesses, and service and supply firms. They provide most of the nation’s energy and are 

backed by a growing grassroots movement of more than 30 million Americans. 

The Oil  and Natural  Gas Industry Labor-Management Committee is an organizat ion that promotes 

innovation,  explorat ion,  job retent ion and economic growth.  This unique partnership between the 

industry and North America’s  Bui lding Trades Unions works to establ ish and protect  qual i ty  jobs 

by promoting pol ic ies that  develop America’s  oi l  and natural  gas resources.  


